198 predict. If it be successful the whole world is affected
and in a way never known before. I do not wish to boast,
nor do I wish to say that I am yet ready to make such a
grave step, but it is in this direction that my mind is set.
It was my belief before meeting the Armenian, and it
still is, that when the honors and rewards shall be con-
ferred upon me I shall not be present to receive them, that
I shall be living alone and unknown in some remote part
of the world carrying on the adventure which began with
the effort to realize myself in words. I know that the
' greatest dangers lie ahead; the real voyage has only be-
gun. As I write these lines it is almost a year since that
moment in Athens which I have just described. May I
add that since coming to America everything that has
happened to me, one fulfillment, one realization after
another, has occurred with'an almost clock-like precision.
Indeed, I am almost terrified for now, contrary to-my
life in the past, I have but to desire a thing and my wishes
are gratified. I am in the delicate position of one who has
to be careful not to wish for something he really does not
desire. The effect, I must say, has been to make me desire
less and less. The one desire which grows more and more
is to give. The very real sense of power and wealth which
this entails is also somewhat frightening—because the
logic of it seems too utterly simple. It is not until I look
about me and realize that the vast majority.of my fel-
low-men-.are desperately trying to hold on to what they
possess or to increase their possessions that I begin to
understand that the wisdom of giving is not so simple as
it seems. Giving and receiving are at bottom one thing,
dependent upon whether one fives open or dosed. Living
openly one becomes a medium, a transmitter; living thus,
as a river, one experiences life to the full, flows along
with the current of life, and dies in order to live again asr
.' an ocean.

